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DUSTIN BYRD, U.S.A.

Cuvinte cheie: dezumanizare, violentd directd, violenta sistemica, stres post-traumatic
(PTSD), propaganda nazista, recunoastere, gandire identitara, frica, alienare

Nici om, nici fiara: dezumanizarea in violenta directa si sistemica

Rezumat

Secolul XX a fost martorul unora dintre cele mai violente catastrofe ale
istoriei umanitatii. Dezvoltarea tehnologiei armelor, a comunicatiilor, si
militarizarea aerului, marii si pdmantului, au dus cu toate la o noua
capacitate a omenirii de a ucide in proportii masive. Totusi, unul dintre cele
mai importante procese care s-a dezvoltat §i care a permis omenirii sa
omoare pe o scara atat de larga are foarte putin de-a face cu tehnologia, ci
mai degrabd cu psihicul uman si cu manipularea acestuia prin folosirea cu
abilitate a propagandei. Evolutia omenirii 1-a lasat pe om cu o frica
inndscuta de entitatile non-umane care pot reprezenta amenintari
existentiale pentru bunastarea sa. Militarii moderni, dupa ce si-au insusit
asemenea convingeri de la autorii de antologii si de la psihologi, au
incorporat propaganda “dezumanizanta” in cadrul pregatirii militare, astfel
permitandu-le soldatilor sa faca un by-pass din busola lor morala si etica,
care i-ar opri de la a ucide. Argumentez in acest studiu ca procesul de
dezumanizare a “celuilalt” a permis umanitatii sa ignore lipsa lor de
inclinatie naturald cdtre violenta directd asupra altora, astfel facand
razboaiele mai eficiente, mortale si distructive. Dezumanizarea, sustin eu,
nu este numai procesul de degradare a fiintei umane catre o entitate non-
umanad, ci si cel de atribuire a creaturilor “oarecum vii” cu atribute negative,
ceea ce le face amenintitoare. In plus, pornind de la K. Marx si H. Marcuse,
explorez procesul prin care dezumanizarea este ori rezultatul or pretextul
care permite violenta sistemica caracteristica lumii §i vietii “societatii
prospere” capitaliste - o violentd normativa ascunsa, care este acceptatd de
societate. Ambele forme de violentd, directa si sistemica, sunt posibile doar
cand dezumanizarea este stabilitd, acceptata si instalata.

! Conferentiar in stiinte umaniste Colegiul Olivet, MI, USA, dbyrd@olivetcollege.edu
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Neither Man nor Beast: Dehumanization in Direct and
Systemic Violence

Summary

The 20™ century has seen some of the worst violent catastrophes
known to human history. The advancement of weapons technology,
communications, and militarization of the air, sea, and land, have all led
to the ability of mankind to kill on a massive scale. However, one of the
most important processes that has been developed which has allowed
mankind to murder on such a grand scale has little to do with technology,
but with man’s psyche and its manipulation through the skilled use of
propaganda. Mankind’s evolution has left him with an innate fear of non-
human entities that pose existential threats to its well being. Modern
militaries, having appropriating such knowledge from anthologists and
psychologists, have incorporated “dehumanizing” propaganda in their
training, thus allowing soldiers to by-pass parts of their moral and
ethical compass that would otherwise stop them from killing. I argue that
the process of dehumanization of the “other” has allowed humankind to
ignore their natural disinclination towards direct violence towards the
others, thus making wars more efficient, deadly, and destructive.
Dehumanization, [ contend, is not only the process of demoting a human
being to a non-human entity, but also assigning that “life-like” creature
with negative attributes, which transforms them into a threat.
Furthermore, drawing on K. Marx and H. Marcuse, I explore the process
by which dehumanization is either the result of/or pretext to, a certain
systemic violence that underscores the lifeworld in the “affluent society”
of capitalism — a low-level normative violence that is accepted within
society. Both forms of violence, direct and systemic, are only possible
when dehumanization is established, accepted, and deployed.
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